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Beth Custer
makes music for
what dreams
may come.

*t he
Cre ators

25 B('ay Area artists who make the hard work of genius look easy.

In the beginning, He made it look so effortless: a little dirt, some water, and
the whole place just lit up. It's been uphill ever since, though, as artists
fumble to redefine Original. Every so often, someone gets it right,

and the rest of us are tossed back on our bums, breathless.

Presenting our annual homage to the local artists whose innovation defines

the very spirit of this place. Turn the page, and prepare to be awed.

Compiled by DARCY BROWN-MARTIN, MARTIN HOLDEN, AND KRISTIN KLOBERDANZ



THE TELEGARDEN

TELEGARDENER

KEN
GOLDBERG

Those of us living
in cramped city
apartments usually
have to satisfy our
gardening jones
with furtive
glances at Martha
Stewart’s unattain-
able vines and
flowers. Ken
Goldberg has a
better idea. Plug
into his Web site,
the Telegarden
(telegarden.aec.at),
and, with a little
help from a telero-
botic arm, you can
water daisies and
nurture hyacinths
in a remote garden
in Linz, Austria.
The Cal engineer-
ing professor
planted the seeds
four seasons ago,
and dedicated
cybergardeners
have turned it into
a lush greenhouse.
Goldberg’s now
editing a book for
MIT Press called
The Robot in the

Garden: Telerobotics
and Telepistemology
on the Net.



